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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)I3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonriai matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-44 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above ctaim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) \3 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-44 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: aD accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.n 



Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-44 are pending in this Office Action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-15, 18-21, 23-37 and 40-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Granger et al. ("Granger", Pub. No.: US 2002/0007306). 

As per claim 1 , Granger teaches an automated gift certificate generation system for 
automatically identifying merchants to generate a gift certificate based on a location, comprising: 

means for receiving gift certificate data that designates a plurality of gift certificate data 
including at least one of geographic location, merchant identification, recipient profile, recipient 
address, monetary value of said gift certificate, product characteristics, mode of deUvery, 
delivery date (Granger, page 1, [0008], "... a person can receive promotions information, ..."); 

means for automatically identifying at least one merchant located in an area located 
proximate at least one of said address of said gift certificate recipient and said geographic 
location (Granger, page 2, [0019]-[0020]); 

means for enabling said user to select at least one of said identified merchants (Granger, 
page 6, [0074]); and 
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means for generating a gift certificate that defines a monetary amount of said gift 
certificate and said selected merchant (Granger, page 1, [0008]). 

As per claim 2, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and fixrther teaches responsive to establishment of a communication connection fi"om a terminal 
device of said user to said automated gift certificate generation system, for transmitting a 
plurality of user data entry screens, seriatim to said terminal device to enable said user to input 
. said gift certificate data (Granger, page 6, [0074]). 

As per claim 3, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 2, 
and fiirther teaches responsive to receipt of gift certificate data indicative of a location of a 
recipient profile, for uploading said recipient profile from said location (Granger, page 2, 
[0020]). 

As per claim 4, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 2, 
and fiirther teaches receiving data from said user that defines a radius from said at least one of 
said address of said gift certificate recipient and said geographic location as said area located 
proximate at least one of said address of said gift certificate recipient and said geographic 
location (Granger, page 4, [0053]). 

As per claim 5, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and fiirther teaches enabling said user to select a gift certificate from database of gift certificates 
(Granger, page 6, [0074]). 

As per claim 6, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 5, 
and further teaches enabling said user to customize said selected gift certificate (Granger, page 6, 
[0073]). 
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As per claim 7, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and further teaches enabling said user to select a mode of transmission used to transmit said 
selected gift certificate to said gift certificate recipient (Granger, page 1, [0015]). 

As per claim 8, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and fixrther teaches downloading said data indicative of an address of said gift certificate 
recipient via a communication medium fi'om an address book stored on a terminal device of said 
user (Granger, page 5, [0059]). 

As per claim 9, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and fiirther teaches downloading said data indicative of an address of said gift certificate 
recipient via a communication medium fi^om a web site address book (Granger, page 5, [0059]). 

As per claim 10, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and ftirther teaches downloading said data indicative of an address of said gift certificate 
recipient via a communication medium from a data storage device located remote from said 
automated gift certificate generation system (Granger, page 4, [0053]). 

As per claim 11, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and fiirther teaches generating a map that defines a travel path from said address of said gift 
certificate recipient to said merchant (Granger, page 3, [0044]). 

As per claim 12, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1 1, 
and fixrther teaches displaying a driving maps (Granger, page 3, [0044]), which inherently 
includes a list of a plurality of concatenated path segments, each of said plurality of concatenated 
path segments comprising a definition of a predetermined identified travel path (please check 
www ■ map qu e st . coth , also see US Patent to Angwin, 6,559,865, col. 1, lines 30-35). 
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As per claim 13, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 12, 
and further teaches displaying a driving maps (Granger, page 3, [0044]), which inherently 
includes data indicative of a distance traveled along each of said plurality of concatenated path 
segments (please check www . mapquest . com , also see US Patent to Angwin, 6,559,865, col. 1, 
lines 30-35). 

As per claim 14, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 13, 
and further teaches displaying a driving maps (Granger, page 3, [0044]), which inherently 
includes data indicative of an estimate of a time required to travel along each of said plurality of 
concatenated path segments (please check www . mapquest. com, also see US Patent to Angwin, 
6,559,865, col 1, lines 30-35). 

As per claim 15, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 13, 
and further teaches displaying a driving maps (Granger, page 3, [0044]), which inherently 
includes a written description of said travel path describing each of said plurality of concatenated 
path segments and said distance traveled along each of said plurality of concatenated path 
segments (please check www . mapquest. com , also see US Patent to Angwin, 6,559,865, col. 1, 
lines 30-35). 

As per claim 18, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 13, 
and further teaches displaying a driving maps (Granger, page 3, [0044]), which inherently 
includes generating a display to illustrate said travel path comprising each of said plurality of 
concatenated path segments and said distance traveled along each of said plurality of 
concatenated path segments (please check w,map.q also see US Patent to Angwin, 

6,559,865, col. 1, lines 30-35). 
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As per claim 19, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 18, 
and further teaches including said display with said gift certificate (Granger, Fig. 7). 

As per claim 20, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1 , 
and further teaches means for storing merchant information in a database (Granger, Fig. 4, 
elements 24, 25); and means for correlating said received gift certificate data with merchant 
information stored in said database to generate a list of said identified merchants (Granger, page 



As per claim 21, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and further teaches means for activating an automated shopping expert program to guide said 
user through a series of queries to generate data to supplement said received gift certificate data 
(Granger, page 6, [0073]). 

Claims 23-37 are rejected on grounds corresponding to the reasons given above for 
claims 1-15. 

Claims 40-43 rejected on grounds corresponding to the reasons given above for claims 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



5, [0063]). 



18-21. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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5. Claims 16-17, 22, 38-39 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Granger et al. ("Granger", Pub. No.: US 2002/0007306). 

As per claim 16, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 15, 
and further teaches displaying gift certificate information, driving maps (Granger, page 3, 
[0044]) and a printer connected to the display (Granger, Fig. 10). Granger does not explicitly 
disclose printing driving description on said gift certificate. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to print the written 
driving description on the gift certificate. This provides the driving description to the user, and 
saves the user from the burden of searching map. 

As per claim 17, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 15, 
and further teaches displaying gift certificate information, driving maps (Granger, page 3, 
[0044]) and a printer connected to the display (Granger, Fig. 10). Granger does not exphcitly 
disclose print written driving description on a printed media for a one of insertion into said gift 
certificate, and attached to said gift certificate. However, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to print the written driving description 
on the gift certificate by inserting or attaching to the gift certificate. This provides the driving 
description to the user, and saves the user from the burden of searching map. 

As per claim 22, Granger teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and ftirther teaches displaying/printing gift certificate (Granger, page 2, [0024]). Granger does 
not explicitly disclose incorporating merchant store operating data comprising at least one of 
business hours, telephone number, WEB site address, into said certificate. However, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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incorporate at least one of business hours, telephone number, web address into the certificate. 
The business hours let a person know when the store is open. Telephone number and web 
address provides contact information to a person. 

Claims 38-39 are rejected on grounds corresponding to the reasons given above for 
claims 16-17. 

Claim 44 is rejected on grounds corresponding to the reasons given above for claim 22. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chongshan Chen whose telephone number is 703-305-8319. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 am - 4:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (703)305-9790. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 



Conclusion 



December 11, 2003 





